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tient world is its natural result.    Desire is that
form of remembrance, either original or inherited,
of pleasurable sensations which prompts the acts
necessary to their repetition, and from the manner
in which it has originated as a condition to sur-
vival, the satisfaction that  results is that which
maintains life.    Pain, though, as it is now easy to
see, a fundamentally different thing, and not in any
proper sense the opposite of pleasure, had a similar
origin, and the class of negative forces last con-
sidered result from the device called pain, which
all creatures susceptible  of it instantly fly from,
and thus  preserve  their  existence.     Such is the
scientific solution of the problem of evil which has
been so long discussed without reaching any satis-
factory answer.    It is not a moral problem at all,
but a biological or psychological one, and is ex-
ceedingly simple.    To live is to suffer, as the pes-
simists assert, but to the sociologist the problem
is how to minimize the amount of suffering and
magnify the volume  of  life.     He  is   on  strictly
scientific ground.    The problem is a practical one,
and although the complete abolition of pain, like
that of friction in machinery, is in the nature of
things impossible, still, approaches  toward  it, in
the one case as in the other, may be and are con-
tinually made.

The^e two innate tendencies or impulses of human
nature, to escape destructive influences and to seek nu-
tritive substances, constitute the preservative forces